
Kilfinan Community Council 

Draft minutes of meeting Kames Recreational Hall, Tuesday 07 November 2017 at 2:00pm 

PRESENT:   Michaela Blair (MB), Steve Williamson (SW), Sally Furminger 

(SF), Don McInnes (DM), Mary Dineen (MD), Kate Stephens 

(KS), John MacColl (JM), Elizabeth MacBride (EM), John Burns 

(JB). 

ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL: No councillors present.   

1. Welcome and Apologies.  MB welcomed all attendees.  Apologies received; Police 

Constable Neil Grant 

2.  Declarations of Interest.  No declarations of interest noted. 

3. Police Report.  No report available. 

4. Review GP out-of-hours.  See separate note appended. 

5. Minutes of previous meeting.  Minutes proposed by DM seconded by SW. 

6. Matters arising from minutes:   An update on actions from the Argyll & Bute Councillors 

was unavailable.    

Affordable Housing. Fyne Homes are building 20 rentable affordable homes on the Argyll & Bute 

Council field to be accessed from the entrance to Kilfinan Community Forest. DM attended the 

meeting and reports there will be a path to school and a playground.  

Middle Innins development – this planning proposal for sellable 35 units is going ahead.  Most of 

the planning protocols have been fulfilled.  Outstanding issues include the two-way access onto 

the main road.  A&BC have agreed that they can install white line pedestrian road markings to the 

school which will allow vehicles when not in use by pedestrians.  MB stated that Japanese 

Knotweed is present on site but will be the developer’s responsibility to deal with. There is also a 

patch of Knotweed on the Fyne Homes site adjacent to the school but again this is currently on 

Argyll & Bute Council land. 

DM updated the meeting on the Japanese Knotweed spraying programme in the district.  The 

weed was sprayed up to and beyond Blair’s Ferry and along to the boatyard at Rhubaan. DM 

mentioned if members of the public spot Knotweed to please inform Kilfinan Community Council 

for next year.  

7.  Treasurers report – £3488.26 is in the account due to the funding in for Argyll & Bute’s 

Environmental Improvements Fund.   Tighnabruaich & District Development Trust, Kilfinan 

Community Council and a donation from Kyles 10 Miles have also been contributed.    MB 

outlined that the community council have received 30 litter-picking equipment which 

includes gloves, hi-vis, litterpicker and bin-ring.  We have committed to at least 4 

community beach litter events in the following year and A&BC will remove what is lifted 

from the beaches.  The funding also includes the publication of leaflets to all households in 

the district explaining what can/can’t go into our sewage system.  



8. Kilfinan Community Forest update. Forest centre progressing well and on budget. Still 
negotiating with A&BC regarding the compositing facility.   Compost is available free to the 
public.   The access road into the community forest is still unresolved.   MB stated that 
Tillhill is in negotiation with A&BC as they need to harvest Auchenlochan timber via the 
community forest.   The community forest has also submitted an application to upgrade and 
improve all the forest paths which if successful could result better amenity paths including 
bridges/walk ways over boggy areas - SW to keep us informed. 

9. Tighnabruaich & District Development Trust.  Their next meeting is Tuesday 21st 

November.  The community council requested that the trust include  on their agenda the 

potential to transfer/change of ownership of both public conveniences at Tighnabruaich and 

Kames.   

10.      Argyll & Bute Local Development Plan (2) 2018. Argyll & Bute Council have issued an 
 initial consultation to review the current development plan.    The village now has the 
 opportunity to change status of our village to a town. MB asked the community for their 
 opinion and stated this is a way to protect the shops from change of use. Action - MB to 
 clarify what else is involved in changing the status of the village. 

11. Tighnabruaich Childcare Facility Proposal.   MB explained that there is currently very 

limited childcare facilities in the village.   The Scottish Government is about to introduce 

increased funding for childcare providers.   A steering group has been set up to look in to 

this and a business proposal is being drafted.  Potential premises have been looked at.   

KCC have agreed to fund £250 towards this with a provisio that the TDDT agree to match 

funding. MB requested this be put on Trust’s agenda. Next step is a feasibility study.  

12.  Any other business.  Kilfinan Community Council is currently drafting up their own  

website. DM taking over treasury role from KS, proposed & seconded. EM reported 

drainage problem on Shore Road beneath Kames Hotel -  MB to action. JB reported 

massive amounts of water flowing into Cowal Terrace. Request for the minutes be put up at 

Kames P/O. MD reported log lorries causing mud across the road is an issue could cause 

an accident/ trenches made by the lorries are two foot deep. MD to send photo to 

landmark/identify where this is present.  

Public parking on the edge of road in the lay-by at Ostel Bay caused a waterpipe to crack in 

the Ardlamont loop causing lack of water for households for weeks.   A request has been 

made by Kilbride Farm owners if A&BC would agree to a car park in field opposite the 

current parking provision.  MB to action.   

A resident complained that a blocked ditch was causing water and other debris to gather on 

to the adopted road at Ardlamont Ferry near telephone box MB - to action.  

A local resident wishes the village to adopt the telephone kiosk at the Tighnabruaich Hotel.  

As it was still in use we will explore its decommission as a phone box and possibly set up a 

book hub - SF to action.  

Christmas lights for village was suggested by a local businessman to be installed in the 

cherry trees at the Tighnabruaich Hotel.   A contribution fund is currently circulating in 

Tighnabruaich GPO.  MB said she would investigate this.   

13. Next meeting Tuesday 9
th
 January  2018 at 2pm, Kames Recreational Hall. 

 



 

4. Review GP out-of-hours.  Alison McKerracher Locality Manager for NHS Highland 

attended the packed meeting to answer community concerns on any review of our out-of-

hours service. 

 Kate Stephens reviewed the current situation in that 6 rural practice GPs are currently on a 

rota to serve Tighnabruaich, Strachur, Dunoon Hospital and the Cowal peninsula (not 

including Toward/Innellan).   

 Alison McKerracher informed the meeting that there is currently only 30% of usage of the 

out-of-hours service which has been in place over the past 4 years.  In some instances 

where the GP does attend a call out it leaves no GP provision in Dunoon Hospital.  There 

were around 180 call outs in 2016. 

 As a result there is now a review of the service underway by NHS Highland.  Options being 

looked at include:  engaging advanced nurse practioners, reviewing palliative care and the 

current use of the system.  Currently NHS Highland staff are visiting Skye Hospital whose 

circumstances are very similar to those in Cowal to see how they provide out-of-hours 

service. 

 Alison asked if any patient has problems with the current service to please email her 

direct at alison.mckerracher@nhs.net as she is the first point of contact.   

 The community were able to ask Alison a number of questions about the current service. 

 There are District Nurses who cover Dunoon area and Bute, Tighnabruaich District Nurse 

visits our village on Tuesdays and Fridays for home visits. 

 We have a Practice Nurse full-time in the Tighnabruaich Surgery. 

 There is full-time Care Commission Services available to all patients who require this.  Care 

Plans are referred by our local GP. 

 There are currently 14 Acute Beds in Dunoon which are quite full most of the time.  There 

has been recruitment issues in obtaining nursing staff for these.  There are no plans to 

reduce or increase these.  Dunoon Hospital has a lot of potential patients who self-refer 

themselves with increasing numbers at the weekend.   

 Struan Lodge.  NHS Highland are attempting to predict the amount of care home bed use 

available and looking at a ‘step up step down’ care facility at Struan Lodge for rehabilitation 

and physiotherapy service users.  Day Services provision may be included for dementia 

and/or short term incapacity users.  She stressed the importance of getting Power of 

Attorney in place for potential service users. 

 The community council formally requested that any review of our service be communicated 

firstly to the community council to avoid the misinterpretation of information.  Kate Stephens 

attends the NHS Highland meetings and will represent community views there as well.  
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