
Meeting chaired by Chief Inspector Douglas Wilson at Dunoon Police Station on Friday 1 

February on the subject of shooting in the Kames area. 

Attending were, Police Chief Inspector Douglas Wilson, Inspector Fiona Davidson, Constable Neil 

Grant. 

Argyll & Bute Council. Councillor Alan Reid. Kilfinan Community Council. Sally Furminger, Don 

McInnes. Cowal Way. James McLuckie. Representatives of Brendan O’Hara MP and Michael Russell MSP. 

Chief Inspector Wilson chaired the meeting and made the following points. 

The Police say many of the complaints were historic and had not been reported at the time. This 

included the allegation that, in 2017, shotguns had been fired from private gardens. Only four 

complaints were recent and none involved criminal activity. There is a cottage in the woods, the 

garden has no marked boundary, so it is difficult to define where the garden ends. A photograph was 

supplied to the Police showing people standing close the cottage and holding guns, but no evidence 

had been supplied to suggest that shots had been fired from the garden.  

Police have spoken to Mr Vannucci (not sure of spelling) who appears to be the main sponsor. He will 

contact Police in advance and give details of shooters and vehicles. But there are other sponsors too. 

Most shooters do inform the Police before they go shooting in the Kames area, but not always and this 

is not a legal requirement. 

Mr Vannucci is a member of BASC (British Association for Shooting and Conservation). He operates 

their code of practice. Mr Vannucci had put a sign up to advise when shooting would take place, but 

this had been removed by persons unknown.  

Reckless discharge of a firearm is a crime. What is considered reckless is a matter of judgement 

taking into account all the circumstances, eg, landowner’s permission, risk to life or limb of people, 

pets, farm animals or protected species. 

Breach of the peace is also a crime. Again this is a matter of judgement depending on the 

circumstances and whether alarm is caused to other people. At one extreme, carrying a gun while 

walking along a country path to land where the owner has given permission to shoot is not a crime. At 

the other extreme, walking along Argyll Street brandishing a firearm would be considered a breach of 

the peace. 

Walkers who believe a crime may have been committed should report this as soon as they can by 

phoning 999 if an emergency or 101 otherwise. They should note down the reference number they are 

given.  

The Police will investigate any reports of what could be criminal activity as speedily as they can. 

They will apply the law even handedly. Shooting parties provide income to a lot of local businesses 

and they have the right to carry out this activity provided they keep within the law. Other people have 

the right to protest about shooting, but again they must keep within the law. 

The Police will enforce the law as it stands. If people want the law changed, they should contact their 

MP and MSP and make their case to them. 
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