
Meeting with Police Scotland 

Friday 01 February 2019, Dunoon Police Office, Dunoon, 11:00am.  

 

Attendees   

Douglas Wilson (Chief Inspector), Fiona Davidson (Inspector), Neil Grant (PC), Cllr Alan Reid,  Don McInnes 
KCC, Sally Furminger KCC, Michelle (Brendan O’Hara MP’s office), Representative from Mike Russell MSP 
office, James McLuckie (Loch Lomond & Cowal Way). 

Hunters in Kames /Portavadie area 

Background: KCC public meeting in response to conduct of shooting groups observed on public spaces and 

Cowal path networks.  

Police action: 

In response to letters of complaint from Kilfinan Community Council (KCC) and Friends of Glenan Woods 

(FOGW). Police Scotland met with both KCC, FOGW and Mr Vanucci (shooting sponsor). 

1. Historically - out of 224 incidents reported only 4 related to firearms and none involved criminal 

activity (DW)   

2. Police investigated reports of shooting in the grounds of a privately owned garden. Upon 

investigation it was found that the garden has no marked boundary, so it is difficult to define where 

the garden ends. No evidence has been supplied to suggest that shots had been fired from the 

garden (DW) 

3. Police understand the community is alarmed by people with guns particularly where there is mixed 

use of land for recreational use and sporting interests. Land owners views also need to be heard 

(DW) 

4. The Police will investigate any reports of what could be criminal activity as speedily as they can. It is 

essential that observed events are reported immediately to the police on 101 (DW) 

As there are competing interests in the region the land owners should also have a voice. Shooting parties 

provide income to local businesses and have the right to carry out this activity provided they keep within 

the law. Other people have the right to protest about shooting, but again they must keep within the law. If 

people want the law changed, they should contact their MP and MSP and make their case to them. 

Action Points  

1. The Sponsor Mr Vanucci (who guides the shooting parties) has agreed to report to police: 

 when they are shooting  

 and where 

2. Public are advised to ring 101 (take a note of the incident number) if alarmed by the conduct of 

shooting parties. It is imperative this is reported promptly to the police, by the observer, so that 

police can make enquiries. 

3. DW will attend the next community council meeting on 12 February 2019 to answer safety 

concerns around shooting parties.  Alan Reid recommended the meeting should be widely 

advertised through Facebook and the use of posters etc. 


