
 

 

Kilfinan Community Council 
 

Kilfinancommunitycouncil.org.uk 

 
Minutes for the meeting held on Wednesday 12 September  2018 at 2pm at the 
Kames Recreational Hall . 
 
PRESENT:  Michaela Blair (MB), Mary Dineen (MD), Kate Stephens (KS), Don 

McInnes (DM), Steve Williamson (SW), John Burns (JB),  Paul Patterson (PP),  

ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL:  Alan Reid (AR) 

 
1. Welcome and apologies   
 
 The Convener welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies were received 
from Sally Furminger, John MacColl and Neil Grant. Also May Nicholson’s passing 
was noted and sincere condolences were expressed by all present at the meeting  
 
2. Declarations of interest 
 
No Declarations of interest were made. 
 
3. Police report 
  
In the absence of Neil Grant Michaela read out the details of the most recent police 
information which noted 38 incidents. Of these 4 crime reports were raised, 2 for 
road traffic offences 1 for a family related disturbance dealt with by a warning and 1 
for vandalism of a sign 
 
4.  Minutes of the previous meeting 
 
The previous minutes had two small amendments.  These were proposed by Steve 
Williamson and seconded by Michaela Blair. 
 
5.   Matters arising from the minutes 
 
Health and social care issues will now be dealt with as a separate agenda item in 
future. 
 
Kilbride farm/Ostel bay parking. A&B Council are now suggesting a full carpark.  
Michaela agreed to send the contact details to Alan Reid (AR) who will enquire as to 
progress.   
 
Beach litter. A beach clean is planned for this Sunday 16th September at 11am at the 
Tank Slip.  All welcome and Peter McBride has suggested that he will continue with 



 

 

his beach cleaning efforts over the winter months which is very much appreciated by 
the community.   
 
Street lighting still no progress as yet.  MB to progress. 
 
Timber transport this issue is still ongoing with Iain Catterwall to clarify on the status 
of the Strategic Timber Transport route which bypasses the village. 
 
Road markings.  There is an obligation on the resurfacing contractors who carried 
out the road works to do this and they will be reminded by A&B council. The 
markings at Kames crossroads will also be looked at by the council.  AR to progress.  
Michaela Blair will attend the Cowal Transport Meeting on Wednesday 26th 
September to highlight community concerns to include Kames  Crossroads, 
speeding traffic and Millhouse and road markings entering Tighnabruaich. 
 
Kames Bench.   The new commissioned bench has been replaced by the council 
and the community bench is to be resited at the golf club entrance. 
 
Extra bins at the Golf course entrance.   These have not yet been provided and Alan 
will chase A&B council. The Kames crossroad bin request has been declined as 
explained by Alan. The community wished to thank Roads and Amenities for their 
prompt emptying of the commercial bins around the district. 
 
Extension of yellow lines opposite Botanica. These will be reviewed by the council 
and in the meantime Neil Grant will be asked to put no parking cones in the area. 
 
Roles and resonsibilities. Mary agreed to attend the Caucus meetings and Kate 
Stevens to attend Health and social care meetings but we will be sending a 
representative to the Cowal Transport Group meetings. 
 
‘Battle over’  The National Tribute to celebrate the end of the First Word War on 
11/11/2018 KCC agreed to provide a wreath and arrange tea and cake at Kames 
Rec Hall on Sunday 11th November. 
 
Public Toilets at Kames and Tighnabruaich.   Alan chased A&B who said they would 
maintain the toilets correctly. 
 
Speeding. Neil Grant will be approached for the Police to check and enforce current 
speeding restrictions within the area. Millhouse speeding signs are awaiting an 
answer. Alan to chase speeding measures at Bobby’s Brae and the approach road 
to Tighnabruaich.  
 
Iron railings on the seafront.   These have now been done but Paul said they had not 
been done properly and Alan will re-check with A&B council. 
 
Millhouse cemetery grass.  A&B council has formally explained that due to limited 



 

 

resources this has not been done but they will now reinstate regular cutting and 
inspect fences etc. Alan will recheck with A&B council to ensure this happens. 
 
6.   Treasures report 
 
We currently have £3824.31 in our current account  and are expecting to pay for 
knotweed spaying in the near future but no further large payouts are expected. A 
further £250.00 has been raised form TDDT and Kyles Marketing Group for the new 
bench and so total funds now exceed £4,000.       
 
7.   Update on TDDT 
 
Now that a several  local paths have been brought back into use the TDDT have 
produced leaflets for walkers for guidance. Two have so far been produced and a 
third is on its way. The have been very professionally done and thanks go to TDDT 
for their efforts, in particular Andree Hawke. Possible funding is being progressed for 
the bowling green at Millhouse. Also the tennis courts are now improved and are free 
of charge. 
 
8.   Kames Bus Shelter 
 
Objections have been received from the owners of the Kames post office to the re-
siting of the Kames bus shelter. Michaela proposed a motion that we leave the bus 
shelter where it is and that the bus stop sign should be made more visible and that 
the bus company should be encouraged to stop outside the shelter. After discussion 
a show of hands was taken and the motion passed. 
 
The question of the telephone box adjacent was also discussed and a motion put 
forward that it be completely removed and after a show of hands this motion was 
also passed. 
 
9.   AOB 
 
Alan mentioned that locks have now been put on the communal bins at Rhubban but 
apparently not all these have been done so he will chase A&B to get the rest fitted 
 
Kate advised the meeting that the out of hours review has highlighted doctor 
recruitment issues and pointed out that a nurse practitioner can do much of what a 
doctor does. They are short of paramedics and there have been changes in 
personnel which is causing problems. The review has now effectively stalled 
 
Don brought up the Forest Youth Training programme as he had received a request 
for funding from Mick Eyre the youth training co-ordinator to Kilfinan Community 
Council. After discussion the meeting agreed that we could fund this on a one off 
basis, e.g. approx. £500 with maximum of £600. 
 



 

 

Knotweed spraying is now due and Don and Steve agreed to get this organised 
 
Otter Ferry De-fibrillator. We had a request at the meeting from Chris Austin for a 
contribution towards the cost of siting a defibrillator at Otter Ferry and KCC agreed to 
contribute £200.00  
 
Michaela requested that people wishing to communicate with KCC should do so 
through the website, email or attend meetings and not contact individual members of 
KCC especially with complaints about council services which should be made to 
A&B council direct. 
 
10.   Date of next meeting 
 
This will be on Tuesday 9 October at 2.00 pm 
 
 
 


